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(57) ABSTRACT

A method of manufacturing a downhole conduit segment is
disclosed. The method includes: extruding a material as a
tubular shape to form a body of the conduit segment having an
interior bore extending through a length of the segment, the
body including an exterior surface and an interior surface
defined by the interior bore, the material being an extrudable
material sufficient to withstand conditions in a downhole
environment; and extruding at least one passageway extend-
ing along the length of the body and disposed at least partially
between the exterior surface and the interior surface, the at
least one passageway having a shape configured to restrict
lateral movement of a conductor disposed therein.

9 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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WIRED CONDUIT SEGMENT AND METHOD
OF MAKING SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS AND PRIORITY CLAIM

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application Ser. No. 61/227,909, entitled “WIRED CON-
DUIT SEGMENT AND METHOD OF MAKING SAME”,
filed Jul. 23, 2009, under 35 U.S.C. §119(e), which is incor-
porated herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

In subterranean drilling and completion applications, a
pipe or other conduit, referred to as a “string”, is lowered into
a wellbore, i.e., a borehole, in an earth formation during or
after drilling operations. In some applications, such as drill-
ing, the string is lowered into a borehole by connecting
numerous pipe segments. Various power and/or communica-
tion signals may be transmitted through the pipe segments via
a “wired pipe” configuration. Such configurations include
electrical, optical or other conductors extending along the
length of selected pipe segments. The conductors are oper-
ably connected between pipe segments by a variety of cou-
pling configurations.

Generally, in wired pipe configurations, one or more con-
ductors such as wires or cables are run along the inside diam-
eter of a typically steel pipe segment. The conductors are
generally protected from drilling or production fluid and
other objects (such as cementing darts) that are pumped
downhole or flowing through the pipe segments. Mechanisms
to protect the conductors include small diameter protective
steel tubings. Although such tubings may serve to protect the
conductors, they represent a potential obstacle to efficient
fluid flow and components such as wireline measurement
tools and cementing equipment that are disposed in the pipe
segments.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

Disclosed herein is a method of manufacturing a downhole
conduit segment including: extruding a material as a tubular
shape to form a body of the conduit segment having an inte-
rior bore extending through a length of the segment, the body
including an exterior surface and an interior surface defined
by the interior bore, the material being an extrudable material
sufficient to withstand conditions in a downhole environ-
ment; and extruding at least one passageway extending along
the length of the body and disposed at least partially between
the exterior surface and the interior surface, the at least one
passageway having a shape configured to restrict lateral
movement of a conductor disposed therein.

Also disclosed herein is a downhole conduit segment
including: a tubular body having an interior bore extending
through a length of the segment, the body including an exte-
rior surface and an interior surface defined by the interior
bore, the body made from an extrudable material sufficient to
withstand conditions in a downhole environment; and at least
one extruded passageway extending along the length of the
body and disposed at least partially between the exterior
surface and the interior surface, the at least one passageway
having a shape configured to restrict lateral movement of a
conductor disposed therein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The following descriptions should not be considered lim-
iting in any way. With reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, like elements are numbered alike:
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FIG. 1 depicts exemplary embodiments of a portion of a
well drilling, production and/or logging system including a
plurality of borehole string components;

FIG. 2 is a cross-section of an exemplary embodiment of a
borehole string component of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a cross-section of another exemplary embodiment
of'a borehole string component of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a cross-section of another exemplary embodiment
of'a borehole string component of FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 depicts a flow chart providing an exemplary method
of manufacturing a downhole conduit segment of a borehole
conduit or string; and

FIG. 6 depicts a flow chart providing an exemplary method
of coupling segments of a downhole conduit.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A detailed description of one or more embodiments of the
disclosed apparatus and method are presented herein by way
of exemplification and not limitation with reference to the
Figures.

Referring to FIG. 1, an exemplary embodiment of'a portion
of a well drilling, production and/or logging system 10
includes a conduit or string 12, such as a drillstring or pro-
duction string. The string 12 is configured to be disposed in a
borehole for performing operations such as drilling the bore-
hole, making measurements of properties of the borehole
and/or the surrounding formation downhole, and facilitating
hydrocarbon production.

The string 12 includes at least one string or pipe segment
14. The pipe segment 14 is an elongated pipe or other tubular
body, and includes an outer surface 16 and an inner surface 18
forming a segment wall 20. An inner bore (e.g., mud bore) or
other segment conduit 22 extends along the length of each
segment 14 to allow drilling mud or other fluids to flow
therethrough. At least one communications conduit 24
extends along the length of the segment 14, and is disposed in
the segment wall 20 between the inner surface 16 and the
outer surface 18. The pipe segment 14 is made from materials
suitable for downhole operation, such as steel. In one embodi-
ment, the pipe segment 14 is made from an extrudable mate-
rial that is capable of withstanding conditions in a downhole
environment. Examples of such materials include extrudable
metallic materials such as steel, aluminum and aluminum
alloys.

In one embodiment, the segment 14 includes one or more
couplers 26, 28 disposed at an end of the segment 14, to
enable the segment 14 to be coupled with other segments 14
or other components.

In one embodiment the coupler 26 includes a male cou-
pling portion 30 having an exterior threaded section, and is
referred to herein as a “pin” 26. The coupler 28 includes a
female coupling portion 32 having an interior threaded sec-
tion, and is referred to herein as a “box” 28. The pin 26 and the
box 28 are configured so that the pin 26 can be disposed
within the box 28 to affect a fixed connection therebetween to
connect the segment 14 with an adjacent segment 14 or other
component. In one embodiment, the exterior of the male
coupling portion 30 and the interior of the female coupling
portion 32 are tapered along the length of the segment 14 to
facilitate coupling. Although the pin 26 and the box 28 are
described has having threaded portions, the pin 26 and the box
28 may be configured to be coupled using any suitable mecha-
nism, such as bolts or screws and an interference fit or com-
binations thereof.

In one embodiment, the string 12 includes a tool joint 34
configured to connect pipe segments 14 in the string 12. In
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one embodiment, the tool joint 34 includes connectors at each
end such as a pin 26 and a box 28. In this embodiment, the tool
joint 34 includes a box 28 configured to engage the pin 26 of
the segment 14. The tool joint 34 also includes a pin 26
configured to engage a box 28 of another segment 14. In one
embodiment, the tool joint 34 is configured to be shrink-fitted
to the segment 14.

The connection configurations described herein are exem-
plary and non-limiting. In addition to or in place of a threaded
pin and box connection, any suitable connection may be used.
For example, the segments 14 are connected via a mechanical
connection such as a press fit connection.

The communications conduit 24 is located within the seg-
ment 14 to provide protection for electrical, optical or other
conductors to be disposed along the segment 14. The com-
munications conduit 24 includes at least one passageway that
extends through the entire length of the segment 14, or
through a portion thereof. The communications conduit 24 is
configured to receive a conductor or other elongated body,
such as a protective sheath, and guide the conductor through
the segment wall 20.

In one embodiment, the communications conduit 24 is
configured to secure the conductor(s) and/or other elongated
body therein, such as by mechanical action. The communi-
cations conduit 24 is disposed within the wall 20, between the
outer surface 16 and the inner surface 18 of the segment 14. In
one embodiment, the communications conduit 24 has a cross-
sectional or lateral shape that is configured to restrict lateral
movement of a conductor, conductor sheath, or other elon-
gated body disposed therein. In one embodiment, the cross-
sectional or lateral shape is a shape that can be made by
extrusion.

Referring to FIG. 2, in one embodiment, the communica-
tions conduit 24 is a hole or passageway 35 that is completely
surrounded by the wall material. This passageway 35, due to
its configuration, completely isolates the conductor that can
be run or fed therethrough from exposure to the interior of the
inner bore 22. The passageway 35 may be extruded during
manufacture of the pipe segment 14 or drilled through the
segment wall 20, for example.

Referring to FIG. 3, in one embodiment, the communica-
tions conduit 24 is an elongated indentation, groove or chan-
nel 38 extending along the inner surface 18 of the segment 14.
The channel 38 may be ground, machined, etched or extruded
into the inner surface 18 or otherwise formed therein.

In one embodiment, the channel 38 has a lateral or cross-
sectional shape that is configured to secure one or more con-
ductor(s) or other elongated bodies within the channel 38. An
example of an elongated body is a protective conduit such as
a conductor sheath 40 that protects the conductor(s). In one
example, as shown in FIG. 3, the channel 38 has a dovetail
shape in which the width of the channel 38 gradually
increases from the inner surface 18 toward the interior of the
segment wall 20. Such a shape allows the conductor sheath 40
to be disposed in the channel 38, either by feeding the con-
ductor sheath 40 through the channel 38, or by inserting or
“snapping” the conductor sheath 40 laterally into the channel
38. The shape of the channel 38 prevents the conductor sheath
40 from moving laterally into the bore 22 by a mechanical
locking action. In one embodiment, additional securing
mechanisms such as adhesives or protective plates or cover-
ings are not necessary.

In one embodiment, the conductor sheath 40 or other elon-
gated body has a cross-sectional shape that facilitates reten-
tion of the conductor sheath 40 within the communications
conduit 24. For example, the conductor sheath 40 has any
shape that acts to prevent the conductor 40 from moving
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laterally into the bore 22. The shape may be of any desired
form, such as a dovetail, circular, tapered, eccentric or other
shape.

Referring to FIG. 4, for example, the conductor 40 has a
lateral shape that generally conforms to the shape of the
communications conduit 24. In this example, the communi-
cations conduit is the dovetail channel 38, however the con-
ductor 40 and the communications conduit 24 may have any
shape suitable for securing the conductor 40 within the com-
munications conduit 24.

Referring again to FIG. 1, in one embodiment, the segment
14 and/or the tool joint 34 includes at least one transmission
device 42 disposed therein and located at the pin 26 and/or the
box 28. The transmission device 42 is configured to provide
communication between conductors 40 disposed in adjacent
segments 14 and/or tool joints 34 when the pin 26 and the box
28 are engaged. The transmission device 42 may be of any
suitable type, such as an inductive coil, direct electrical con-
tacts and an optical connection ring. In one embodiment, the
transmission device 42 is an inductive transmission ring dis-
posed on or in a secondary shoulder 44 of the tool joint 34.

In one embodiment, the tool joint 34 includes an additional
communications conduit 46 that extends along the length of
the tool joint 34. The communications conduit is configured
to align with the communications conduit 24 and/or the trans-
mission device 42 of the segment 14 to affect operable com-
munication between the communications conduits 24 and 46
when the segment 14 is coupled to the tool joint 34.

Inone embodiment, the thread between the male portion 30
and the female portion 32 is a timed conical or cylindrical
thread. Thread timing ensures that the communications con-
duit 24 is aligned with the communications conduit 24 in an
adjacent segment 14 or with the tool joint communications
conduit 46 after the connection is made. In another embodi-
ment, the thread between the male portion 30 and the female
portion 32 is an untimed thread.

In one embodiment, an additional shoulder ring 48 is
included in the pin 24, the length of which may be adjusted,
for example, by machining, to ensure that the communica-
tions conduit 24, 46 is aligned with an adjacent communica-
tions conduit 24, 46 after the connection is made. In one
embodiment, the position of the communications conduit 24,
46 that needs to be hit can either be marked on the segment 14
and/or the tool joint 34 before the connection is made, or may
be found by measurement such as ultrasonic measurement
after the connection is made.

The segment 14, the pin 26, the box 28 and/or the tool joint
34 are made from any material, including a metal such as steel
and aluminum. In one embodiment, the segment 14 is made
from an extrudable material that is capable of withstanding
conditions in a downhole environment such as aluminum,
aluminum alloys and other extrudable metallic materials.

In one embodiment, the system 10 is operably connected to
a downhole or surface processing unit which may act to
control various components of the system 10, such as drilling,
logging and production components or subs. Other compo-
nents include machinery to raise or lower segments and to
operably couple segments, and transmission devices. The
downhole or surface processing unit may also collect and
process data generated by the system 10 during drilling, pro-
duction or other operations.

As described herein, “drillstring” or “string” refers to any
structure or carrier suitable for lowering a tool through a
borehole or connecting a drill bit to the surface, and is not
limited to the structure and configuration described herein.
For example, the string 12 is configured as a hydrocarbon
production string or formation evaluation string. The term
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“carrier” as used herein means any device, device component,
combination of devices, media and/or member that may be
used to convey, house, support or otherwise facilitate the use
of another device, device component, combination of
devices, media and/or member. Exemplary non-limiting car-
riers include drill strings of the coiled tube type, of the jointed
pipe type and any combination or portion thereof. Other car-
rier examples include casing pipes, wirelines, wireline
sondes, slickline sondes, drop shots, downhole subs, BHA’s
and drill strings.

FIG. 5 illustrates a method 50 of manufacturing a down-
hole conduit segment of a borehole conduit or string such as
a wired pipe. The method 50 includes one or more stages
51-53. In one embodiment, the method 50 includes the execu-
tion of all of stages 51-53 in the order described. However,
certain stages may be omitted, stages may be added, or the
order of the stages changed.

In the first stage 51, aluminum or other extrudable material
is extruded through an extruding machine as a tubular shape
to form the body of the segment 14. In one embodiment, the
extruded shape is a cylindrical tube.

In the second stage 52, a communications conduit 24 is
formed in the segment wall 20. In one embodiment, during
the extrusion process, a communications conduit 24 is also
extruded in the wall of the segment 14. In another embodi-
ment, the communications conduit 24 is mechanically cut
such as by drilling or machining, laser drilled, formed by
electrodischarge machining (EDM) or otherwise formed after
the segment 14 has been created.

In one embodiment, the communications conduit 24 is a
hole 36 disposed between the outer surface 16 and the inner
surface 18 and extending along the length of the segment 14.
The hole 36 is completely enclosed by the segment wall 20.
The hole may have a cylindrical shape, and may have any
cross-sectional shape. Such cross sectional shapes include
circular shapes, oval shapes, rectangular shapes and others.

In one embodiment, the communications conduit 24 is an
elongated channel or groove, such as the channel 38, that
extends along the length of the segment 14 and is exposed to
the inner surface 18. The channel 38 may have any suitable
shape, such as a semi-circular shape, a v-shape, a rectangular
shape, a tapered shape and a dovetail shape. In one embodi-
ment, the channel 38 has a cross-sectional shape that is con-
figured to secure a conductor in place, i.e., to prevent the
conductor from moving laterally into the inner bore 22.

Although the method described herein utilizes extrusion
techniques, any other suitable technique may be utilized, such
as casting.

In the third stage 53, a conductor 40 or other elongated
body such as at least one wire, cable and/or conductor sheath
40 is disposed within the communications conduit 24. In one
embodiment, the conductor sheath 40 is inserted or fed into
the communications conduit from an end of the segment 14
and advanced through the communications conduit 24. In
another embodiment, the conductor sheath 40 is snapped or
otherwise fitted into the communications conduit from the
inner bore 22.

FIG. 6 illustrates a method 60 of coupling segments of a
downhole conduit. Such components include, for example,
one or more segments 14 and one or more tool joints 34. The
method 60 includes one or more stages 61-64. The method 60
is described herein in conjunction with the system 10,
although the method 60 may be performed in conjunction
with any number and configuration of rigs, processors or
other machinery. In one embodiment, the method 60 includes
the execution of all of stages 61-64 in the order described.
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However, certain stages may be omitted, stages may be
added, or the order of the stages changed.

In the first stage 61, a segment 14 is disposed in a position
such that a coupling device in the segment 14 is at least
partially engaged or in contact with a corresponding coupling
device in a tool joint 34, an adjacent segment 14 or other
component. In one embodiment, the segment 14 and/or the
tool joint 34 (or other component) are disposed within a
borehole or at a surface location. In one embodiment, the
coupling devices are pin box couplers such as the pin 26 and
the pin box 28.

In the second stage 62, the segment 14 and/or the tool joint
34 or other component is rotated or otherwise moved to affect
a secure connection between the segment 14 and the tool joint
34 or other component.

Inthe third stage 63, the segment 14 and the tool joint 34 or
other component is aligned so that the segment communica-
tions conduit 24 is aligned with the tool joint communications
conduit 46. In one embodiment, both the segment 14 and the
tool joint 34 have pre-existing communications conduits. The
segment 14 or the tool joint 34 is rotated until the communi-
cations conduits are in alignment. In one embodiment, the
threads of the segment 14 and the tool joint 34 or other
component are timed to ensure alignment.

An additional shoulder ring 48 or other alignment mecha-
nism may be included in the pin 26 and/or the box 28 to
facilitate alignment. In one embodiment, the position of
either or both of the communications conduits 24, 46 is
marked prior to the connection or is found by ultrasonic
measurement after the connection is made.

In one embodiment, the tool joint 34 or other component
does not have a communications conduit prior to connecting
the segment 14 with the tool joint 34. In this embodiment, the
segment 14 and the tool joint 34 are coupled via, for example,
the pin 26 and the box 28, and a hole or other communications
conduit 46 is drilled into the tool joint 34 in alignment with
the segment communications conduit 24.

Optionally, the tool joint 34 or other component is shrink fit
to the segment 14. The tool joint 34 may be shrink fit after the
communications conduits are aligned, or may be shrink fit
prior to drilling the communications conduit 46 in the tool
joint 34.

In the fourth stage 64, the coupled segment 14 and the tool
joint 34 (or other component) are lowered into a borehole.
This lowering may be accomplished during a drilling opera-
tion or into an existing borehole during, for example, a log-
ging, measurement and/or production operation.

The apparatuses and methods described herein provide
various advantages over existing methods and devices, in that
the segments or other tools include communications conduits
that do not require additional mechanisms to secure a con-
ductor or protect the conductor with the component. The
conductor may be protected from corrosive attack and
mechanical damage resulting from exposure to drilling fluid
and other conditions in a borehole. In addition, the appara-
tuses and methods result in a drill pipe or other component
inner diameter that is free of obstacles due to the conductor.

In addition, the use of extrudable materials such as alumi-
num materials is advantageous in the use of wired drill pipe.
String components made from extrudable materials may be
typically provided with larger wall thicknesses compared to
steel drill pipe, and materials such as aluminum are much
easier to machine than other materials such as high strength
steel that are used in drill pipe manufacturing. Furthermore,
communications conduits may be easily manufactured during
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the extrusion process, which results in easier and more effi-
cient manufacture, and removes the need for other techniques
such as deep gun drilling.

One skilled in the art will recognize that the various com-
ponents or technologies may provide certain necessary or
beneficial functionality or features. Accordingly, these func-
tions and features as may be needed in support of the
appended claims and variations thereof, are recognized as
being inherently included as a part of the teachings herein and
a part of the invention disclosed.

While the invention has been described with reference to
exemplary embodiments, it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that various changes may be made and
equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof without
departing from the scope of the invention. In addition, many
modifications will be appreciated by those skilled in the art to
adapt a particular instrument, situation or material to the
teachings of the invention without departing from the essen-
tial scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended that the invention
not be limited to the particular embodiment disclosed as the
best mode contemplated for carrying out this invention, but
that the invention will include all embodiments falling within
the scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A downhole conduit segment comprising:

atubular body having an interior bore extending through a
length of the segment, the body including an exterior
surface and an interior surface defined by the interior
bore, the body made from an extrudable material suffi-
cient to withstand conditions in a downhole environ-
ment; and

at least one extruded passageway formed in the tubular
body and extending along the length of the body, the at
least one extruded passageway partially enclosed within
a segment wall formed between the exterior surface and
the interior surface, the at least one extruded passageway
having a cross-sectional dovetail shape configured to
restrict lateral movement of a conductor disposed
therein, the dovetail shape exposed to a surface of the
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segment wall and having a width that increases from the
surface of the segment wall toward an interior of the
segment wall, the at least one extruded passageway con-
figured to hold the conductor laterally in place without
any additional securing mechanisms.

2. The conduit segment of claim 1, wherein the tubular
body is made from an aluminum material.

3. The conduit segment of claim 1, wherein the elongated
channel is configured to allow the conductor to be snapped
laterally in place without any additional securing mecha-
nisms.

4. The conduit segment of claim 1, wherein the elongated
channel is configured to allow the conductor to be disposed in
the elongated channel by inserting the conductor laterally into
the elongated channel.

5. The conduit segment of claim 1, wherein the conductor
has a cross-sectional dovetail shape that conforms to the
dovetail shape of the at least one extruded passageway.

6. The conduit segment of claim 1, further comprising a pin
connector at a first end of the tubular body and a box connec-
tor at a second end of the tubular body.

7. The conduit segment of claim 1, further comprising a
tool joint configured to operably connect the conduit segment
to an additional conduit segment, the tool joint having a first
end including a pin connector and a second end including a
box connector.

8. The conduit segment of claim 7, wherein the conduit
segment includes at least one first conductor disposed therein,
and the tool joint includes a transmission device disposed in at
least one of the pin connector and the box connector and
configured to operably connect the first conductor to at least
one additional conductor disposed in an additional conduit
segment.

9. The conduit segment of claim 7, wherein the at least one
extruded passageway is formed within the conduit segment
and the additional conduit segment, and forms a continuous
passageway when the conduit segment and the additional
conduit segment are coupled via the tool joint.
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